Hamlet

Act 1

Scene 1

1. What atmosphere is created in Act 1 scene 1? How is this atmosphere created?

2. How does Shakespeare reveal Horatio’s scholarly character?

3. What background information is given regarding military operations between Norway and Denmark?

4. How will the characters in 1.1 try to resolve their problem regarding the ghost?

Scene 2

1. Delineate the issues which Claudius addresses in his first speech to the royal court.

What do we learn about him from this speech?

2. What do we learn about Hamlet from his first two lines in the play?

3. How does Hamlet express to Horatio the speed with which his mother’s remarriage took place?

4. Examine Hamlet’s first soliloquy.  What elements of his character are revealed?

5. What is significant about Hamlet’s closing lines in 1.1?

Scene 3

1. What advice does Laertes give Ophelia? How does it differ from Polonius’ advice to her?

2. What elements of Polonius’ advice to Laertes are valuable?

3. How does Polonius’ advice to Ophelia differ from that given to Laertes?

4. What is flawed about Polonius’ advice?

5. What impression is created of:  a)Polonius;  b)Laertes;  c)Ophelia ?

Scene 4

1. What contrast is established between Hamlet and Claudius in this scene?

Scene 5

1. Why does Shakespeare merely allude to the horrors the ghost must endure?

2. Show how Shakespeare uses imagery effectively.

3. Summarize the ghost’s revelation to Hamlet.

4. In what ways is the ghost’s revelation similar to Hamlet’s first soliloquy?

5. Account for Hamlet’s behaviour after his meeting with the ghost.

6. What elements of Hamlet’s character are revealed in the concluding lines of Act 1?

7. Explain the dramatic importance of Act 1.

